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1. Facts of the Case: (Here the student should outline the essential facts of the case, particularly those facts bearing upon or leading up to the issues in the next section. This section should outline the nature of the litigation, what occurrences transpired, and, if the case is an appeal, what happened in the lower court(s) and on what grounds the case was appealed. The facts of the case only include what happened up until the present deliberation. Facts do not include the present judge’s ratio dicidendi or the present court holding.)
2. Issue(s): (Here the student should outline the legal issues to be resolved by this particular court. Issues may include matters of fact, or matters of law. In some cases, the appropriate application of specific legal tests are being debated. In other cases, certain elements of the law need to be defined. Issues should generally be stated in the form of concise questions.) 

3. Ratio Dicidendi: (Here the student should outline the court's reasoning behind its decision. The ratio should strictly address, in order, the issues outlined in the previous section.)
4. Court Holding: (Here the student should indicate the final decision of the court in this case.) 

5. Analysis: (Here the student should evaluate the significance of the case, its relationship to other cases, its place in history, and what it shows about the Court, its members, its decision-making processes, or the impact it has on litigants, government, or society. It is here that the implicit assumptions and values of the Judges or Justices should be probed, the “rightness” of the decision debated, and the logic of the reasoning considered. This is the student’s commentary on the case. It is NOT simply a summary of what has already been stated elsewhere in the brief.)
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