Raising Objections

Introductions: 

a) “Your Honour, I hesitate to rise during my friend’s examination, however…”

b) “Your Honour, I hate to interrupt my friend’s examination, however…” 

Articulating Standard Objections:

“…I fail to see the relevance of this particular question / line of questioning.”

“…Counsel is asking the witness to provide hearsay evidence.” 

“…Counsel is asking for an opinion that this witness is not qualified to give.”

“…Counsel is leading his/her witness.” 

“…Counsel is harassing the witness.”

“…this particular question has been asked and answered.”
“…Counsel is making reference to facts that are not in evidence.”
Some Replies to Objections (Only to be given if invited by the judge!):
Hearsay:

“In this case, your Honour, I believe the rules of evidence would permit this testimony owing to the fact that the witness is referring to statements that were purportedly made by the accused.” 

“In this case, your Honour, I believe the rules of evidence would permit this testimony owing to the fact that the witness is referring to statements that were purportedly made by an individual who is now deceased.”
“In this case, your Honour, I believe the rules of evidence would permit this testimony owing to the fact that the witness is referring to these statements only for the purpose of establishing that the statements were made – not to establish the truth of the statements.”
Relevance:

“Your Honour, the reasonableness of my client’s reaction to Donald Deadduck's behaviour on the night in question is the central issue in this case. Thus, my line of questioning is intended to examine the type of behavior that my client experienced when my client encountered Donald Deadduck in his garage.”
Harassing / Badgering:

“While I am sympathetic to my friend’s concern, I am merely attempting to confront the witness with contradictory evidence in an effort to satisfy the rule established in Browne v. Dunn.”
Important Points to Note: 
An attorney should NEVER speak to anyone other than the judge, and even then, only when the judge invites the attorney to speak. Most technical objections, such as those dealing with opinion, asked and answered, and facts not in evidence, will be settled by the judge immediately – without the judge seeking added input from either lawyer.   

Rulings on Objections:

Sustained: The judge agrees with the objection, and is not allowing counsel to ask the particular question.

Overruled: The judge disagrees with the objection, and is allowing counsel to ask the particular question.

